


WHAT CHILDREN OF HEROES 
CHARITY FUND STANDS FOR

Children of Heroes Charity Fund works to ensure that children who have lost one 
or both parents because of the war are not left to face hardship and grief alone. 
Our goal is to provide every child with both emergency and long-term support. 
In the most difficult times, clarity and stability, followed by access to opportunity, 
help children return to learning, social connection, and belief in their future.

Drawing on dozens of internal studies, we do not limit our work to responding to 
urgent challenges. We take a broader view. For us, it is essential to support each 
child throughout their journey into adulthood, until they turn 18, helping to 
prevent criminalisation and other negative consequences that can arise when 
grief is left without care and attention. As children grow up, they should become 
independent and able to care for themselves and for society. At the heart of 
every decision is the child’s dignity and their right to a safe life — a right the 
world declares in conventions and policies, and one we uphold every day 
through our actions.

We are guided by the principles of transparency and openness to partnership 
with those who see the future in these children. This annual report shows 
what we have been able to achieve together with our partners, donors, 
institutions, opinion leaders, and team.

The Co-founders of Children of Heroes Charity Fund

Dan Pasko

Antonina Golovach



KEY IMPACT 
FIGURES FROM 

THE PAST YEAR

Anna Yermolaieva

HR Director and CEO, 

Children of Heroes Charity Fund

15 227 children under the Fund’s care
Almost enough to fill The O2 Arena in London, 

or the equivalent of 520 school classrooms

15 511 psychological therapy sessions for children & their guardians
Roughly the same number of hours it would take

to watch more than 7,500 full-length films

492 404 hours of educational support
If one person taught six lessons every day, without weekends or breaks, 

it would take them 225 years to deliver the same number of hours

322 tonnes of humanitarian aid
The equivalent of 11 fully loaded shipping containers

«Despite all the challenges and constant uncertainty around us, this year 
brought us strong and stable results. The comparisons above are our way of 
making sense of the scale of support we have delivered together with you. 

In the following pages, you will learn more about the Fund’s programmes, 
the stories of the children we support, and the impact that is

changing their lives for the better.»



WHO 

WE SUPPORT

15 227 
children

10 670
families

582
graduates

 lost their father
98% 1%

lost both parents
1%
lost their mother

5%
are children of civilians

95%
are children of service members

Hanna Khomenko

Program Management Director

and COO, 

Children of Heroes Charity Fund

97%100%

75%

50%

25%

27% 26% 24%

live in families facing 
financial hardship

currently reside 
in Ukraine

live in frontline 
areas

have been forced to 
leave their homes

«Behind every figure in this data is the story of a child who has lost the person 
they loved most. Our role is to restore their sense of stability and belief in the 
world, and to provide every possible tool for their development and a 
dignified future.»



SUPPORT PROGRAMMES SHAPED BY OUR 
WORK WITH FAMILIES

Education and Development Humanitarian Aid

Instead of learning, children are forced to flee the war. Instead of 
attending lessons, they have to hide in bomb shelters. Stress, 
remote learning, and gaps in knowledge create a build-up of 
urgent challenges that we address through a comprehensive 
programme-based approach.

More than a quarter of the children under our care live below the 
poverty line and need support with basic needs in order to feel 
safe. Practical household support provides stability, reduces 
stress, and helps families get through a difficult period without 
the crisis escalating.

Psychological Support and Socialisation Case Management

Anxiety disorders, sleep disruption, emotional instability, difficult 
adaptation, and complicated grief are only some of the challenges 
our psychologists and team work with as families recover and 
gradually return to life. We support families as they process loss, 
restore a sense of safety and stability, strengthen emotional 
resilience, and take gradual steps back into everyday life, learning, 
relationships, and social inclusion.

This programme works with families in crisis situations, including 
loss of or damage to housing, serious health issues affecting a 
guardian or child, forced evacuation, unemployment, or acute 
financial instability. Without timely support, these circumstances 
can lead to deep social maladaptation, loss of the ability to 
provide for oneself, and the removal of a child from the family 
environment.

Family Helpers Medical Support

After a loss, the world becomes smaller, and a family’s resources are 
often depleted. A Family Helper becomes a stability point in crisis: 
helping the family navigate the situation, access needed support, 
and build a pathway towards recovery and the child’s development.

This programme helps the most vulnerable groups of children 
access quality medical care without placing additional financial 
pressure on their families.



EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT

Total assistance provided since 3 March 2022: USD 4,236,022 and more than 1,319,173 hours of educational 
support delivered

After the pandemic, the world came to recognise the scale of «learning loss», estimated at an average of around seven months of 
schooling. For Ukrainian children, this gap is immeasurably deeper, amounting to at least two years of learning**. The accumulated 
«cost» of learning losses since February 2022 is now estimated at approximately USD 7.8 billion***.

Drawing on its own expertise and internal research, in 2025 the Fund focused on helping children overcome learning loss and 
creating sustainable educational conditions. Twice a year, we survey families to assess programme effectiveness and gather 
children’s feedback. The Fund prioritises programmes with long-term impact. One important innovation is combining

educational support with psychological self-help skills, which helps increase the number of successfully passed exams and 
achieved personal goals.

The programme covers four key areas:

Closing learning gaps: tutoring and group classes in 
mathematics, Ukrainian, and English.

New knowledge and career guidance: creative classes, 
programming, STEM education, preparation for Ukraine’s 
National Multi-Subject Test and university admission through 
the Formula of Success programme.

Educational trips abroad: international learning opportunities 
and foreign language development.

Educational tools: providing devices for learning, as well as 
stationery and school supplies.

2026 FUNDING NEED: USD 1,039,215

  *World Bank, COVID-19, School Closures, and Student Learning Outcomes 
** OECD / UNICEF / UCEQA, PISA 2022: Ukrainian Regions

*** World Bank et al., Ukraine Fourth Rapid Damage and Needs Assessment (RDNA4)



EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT

CLOSING LEARNING GAPS
After his father was killed, Dmytro tried to focus on his studies so he could keep working towards his 
plans for the future. He had fallen significantly behind the school curriculum, so he joined the Fund’s 
education programme, taking classes in English and mathematics. Before long, his English improved 
considerably, and his school mark rose from 6–7 to 9. At school, Dmytro had not managed to complete 
the full mathematics curriculum, but the additional lessons provided by the Fund helped him gain a 
much better understanding of the material. Thanks to timely support, Dmytro improved his average 
mark in his Grade 9 certificate, which became an important factor in his admission to the school he 
wanted to attend for Grade 10.

This is how our Catch-Up Learning programme works. We begin with an initial assessment to clearly 
identify each child’s learning gaps. Based on this, we create an individual learning plan, through which 
the child attends online lessons in English, Ukrainian and mathematics. Classes take place 4–8 times a 
month in small groups of up to five students, ensuring individual attention for every child. This 
structure helps children regain a sense of control and learn more effectively.

Over the past year: Share of learning gaps closed among children:

75% 80% 78%7 129 children have completed the programme since its launch.

2 190 children studied every month during the reporting period.

48 Each child receives four lessons monthly throughout the year

in Ukrainian in mathematicsin English



EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT

NEW KNOWLEDGE AND CAREER GUIDANCE
The Formula of Success programme addresses the complex issue of unequal access to high-quality university entrance preparation during 
the war, particularly for children who have experienced the loss of loved ones, forced displacement and prolonged stress. The programme 
helps children prepare systematically for Ukraine’s National Multi-Subject Test in key subjects. At the same time, it reduces exam-related 
anxiety, while psychologists help children build confidence and maintain motivation to learn. Its career guidance component also 
addresses uncertainty around future career choices, which often becomes more acute in times of crisis.

250
children took part in

the programme 12,000

Learning hours for National 
Multi-Subject Test

3 lectures and 2

psychological support 
groups were delivered

66
hours of career guidance were 
provided

individual psychological 
consultations were held25

In 2025, we launched a new STEM education stream. This is learning through practice, where children explore, experiment and create their 
own projects, combining science, technology, engineering and mathematics.

«Thank you for introducing our children to STEM. It is challenging, but very exciting. My sons discovered physics in a simple, engaging 
way and began to see the world differently. Now they can even build their own toy cars from everyday materials. Thank you for 
helping them grow.» — mother of programme participants

Between July and August 2025, 126 children successfully completed the STEM programme. 

Now, 95 children are currently studying and continuing their participation. The full course lasts nine months, from September to May.





EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT

EDUCATIONAL TRIPS ABROAD
Milana had a difficult way before she could believe in herself again. She lost her father, her home, 
and spent a long time in a fragile psycho-emotional state. Yet she had always loved learning. With 
the Fund’s educational support, she passed the Cambridge Test at B1 level and, in May 2025, 
travelled to the United States as part of the Educational Journey to America programme.

The trip gave her new energy and motivation to study. Later that summer, Milana spent two 
weeks at a language school based at University College London, where she became one of the 
strongest students. Today, she dreams of studying in the United States and bringing that 
knowledge back to Ukraine.

«We do not take children on campus tours. We give them a 
clear route towards admission. Our support model, from 
motivation to practical tools, creates a long-term path: helping 
our beneficiaries enter leading universities, gain knowledge 
and bring that experience back to Ukraine. In 2026, together 
with our partners, we plan to send 126 children on 
motivational and educational trips abroad. These are the 
children who will create new jobs, drive innovation, shape a 
vision and build the future of Ukraine and beyond.»

Anna Soloviichuk,

Education and Development Programme Director,  
Children of Heroes Charity Fund



ОСВІТА ТА РОЗВИТОК

EDUCATIONAL TRIPS ABROAD

In 2025

Adding an international dimension to the education programme 
became a powerful incentive for children to learn English and, even 
more importantly, to dream bigger about their future careers.

children took part in English language programmes.

English lessons per year were provided for each child, with eight monthly.

children had the opportunity to visit and study at 11 private schools across 
the United Kingdom.60
beneficiaries attended language camps, improved their English and 
discovered new cultures.216
children travelled to the United States, visiting Harvard, MIT and Yale, 

and discovering a world of academic opportunities.6

1 800 
96 



EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT

DEVICES FOR LEARNING
Last year, sixteen-year-old Kyrylo’s life was split into «before» and «after». A russian attack in Kyiv 
killed both of his parents and completely destroyed the family’s flat, along with all their 
belongings and devices. Kyrylo now lives with his grandmother, whose pension is UAH 3,613. 
Despite extremely difficult circumstances, she is doing everything she can to help her grandson 
continue his education, attend aikido classes and develop. Kyrylo urgently needed a laptop to 
do homework, use online materials, learn English and complete school projects. All of this 
required a device the family could not afford. Thanks to the Fund and the support of a partner, 
Kyrylo received a laptop. He can now study properly again, stay in touch with his teachers and 
plan his future.

In 2025, we provided 1,687 devices:

729
laptops

941
tablets

4
computers

13 
monitors

Kyrylo’s story shows that devices are more than learning tools. For many children, they are a form 
of support: a sense of stability and connection to normal life when everything around them has 
been destroyed, and education and care feel out of reach. Devices help children study consistently, 
join the Fund’s educational programmes and receive psychological consultations online. They also 
help prevent digital inequality and educational isolation.





PSYCHOLOGICAL SUPPORT AND SOCIALISATION

75–82% 73% 34% 46%

of beneficiaries who received 
individual psychological support 
showed improved emotional 
wellbeing, greater adaptability and 
stronger overall psychological health

of programme participants 
demonstrated emotional 
stabilisation and a better 
ability to cope with 

the consequences of loss

of beneficiaries showed 
reduced signs of depression 
and increased emotional 
stability, helping them restore 
everyday functioning

of children showed a reduction 
in symptoms of traumatic 
stress

Tetiana Zarytska

Socialisation and Psychological 
Support Programme Director 
Children of Heroes Charity Fund

     Our specialists have psychotherapy training and experience in 
working with grief and trauma. The team also includes a case manager 
and two child psychiatrists, ensuring a comprehensive approach, timely 
assessment and, when needed, referral to specialised professionals

2026 FUNDING NEED: USD 1,468,289

































https://childrenheroes.org/shhomisyachna-dopomoga-dityam/?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=report&utm_campaign=general_ua&utm_content=anchor














https://www.facebook.com/ChildrenofHeroes
https://linkedin.com/company/children-of-heroes/
https://www.instagram.com/children.heroes/

